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Wild Harvest 

An Open Experiment in Foraging and Brewing

Method Statement
Prepared By : Wild Harvest, Healthy Working Lives, The Big Tree Society
Date : June 2013 

1.0 Introduction 
This unique open experiment led by Scottish Borders Brewery will create six new beers using plant materials collected throughout the year from the Scottish countryside.  This project looks to form a committed supply chain of foragers that will supply sustainably gathered local ingredients.
Project partner The Big Tree Society have held intensive induction training for our gatherers in safe plant identification, the importance of responsible collection and the possible and future potential of selected plants in beer flavourings and aromas for the Wild Harvest project.

To supply this market wild harvest foraging has increased over recent years.

This Method Statement, associated Wild Harvest Foragers Risk Assessment and Wild Harvest Code of Conduct have been developed raising awareness of wild harvesting foragers to the hazards, risks, control measures, legalities and permissions that may apply to their activities
The interest in wild edible plant materials has increased over the last few years as chefs are using these ingredients more and more. This has resulted in an increase in demand for fresh wild plant materials which are seasonal and located in many different habitats and geographical locations. Wild Harvest will 

References

Risk Assessment – Wild Harvest Foraging

Wild Harvest : Code of Conduct (June 2013)

Wild Harvest website  www.wildharvestscotland.com
2.0
Scope of Works

Trained and experienced foragers find, identify and collect edible wild plant materials on request and in accordance with a Wild Harvest Picking Schedule   This may involve travelling to specific locations and working in potentially remote areas, often alone.

Foragers generally use fairly simple tools - knives, scissors, pruning secateurs and spade. 

After harvesting, plant materials are packed in suitable containers for transport to the customer. These are commonly plastic bags and containers and cardboard boxes. This material will generally be delivered by forager to Scottish Borders Brewery, Lanton Mill, Denholm, Scottish Borders. The various plant materials will be used in brewing trials.
3.0
Location

Various locations as Wild Harvest picking schedule requires. Seasonal movement throughout Scottish Borders. Foragers will be are of their picking and collecting landscape and environment. They will be aware of local hazards, permissions and will recce areas beforehand to assess any possible risks and or changes in that environment.
4.0
Time / Duration

The work will be carried out during daylight hours 
5.0
Access / Egress

Access Routes

Access to sites will vary depending on location. Right of access will be sought from the landowner at all times and will provide the owner with Wild Harvest information and contact details upon request.
6.0
Lighting

All work is to be carried out in daylight in external areas therefore 

no additional lighting will be required. Torch will be carried for emergencies.

7.0
Equipment

Knives, scissors, secateurs and spade – all washed after use with warm soapy water.
Bags, boxes, tape and weight measures. Plant identification books to verify accuracy of information.
8.0
Training

All foragers have attended two day plant identification course and species recognition events using accredited references and materials organised and held by Wild Harvest and The Big Tree Society.
All foragers have a copy of this Method Statement and associated Wild Harvest Risk Assessment and Wild Harvets Code of Conduct. COSHH and manual handling assessments explained to foragers prior to commencing work.  The briefing register is to be signed by each foraging undertaken picking schedules for Wild Harvest on all documents.

.

9.0
Risks and Controls

See attached Risk Assessment with hazard identification sheet and control measures.

10.0
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

The following PPE is recommended for all foragers:

Mobile phone, portable first aid kit, high factor sun screen, emergency torch, waterproofs, gloves, eye protection
11.0
3rd Party Protection

All tools and foraged materials will be removed from the picking site daily.

No advice on the edibility of plants will be given to members of the public.
No forager to lead or instruct others whilst on Wild Harvest picking schedules.
12.0
Adverse weather conditions

Adverse weather conditions will affect this operation 

(see Risk Assessment)

13.0
Communications

Mobile phone, emergency torch, lone working procedure

This Method Statement, associated Risk Assessment and Wild Harvest Code of Conduct will be verbally explained to all foragers before they are requested to collect materials.
Completed by:                                                                      Date:                 

On behalf of Wild Harvest : 
This is to certify that I have read and fully understood the above Method 
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